Bangor Daily News, December 16th, 1996, part 1

Overcoming poverty’s odds

Maine’s first black senator
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Lewiston Sun Journal, November 27th, 1997.

UNUM
hires
Jenkins

BY LiZ CHAPMAN
StaffWriter

LEWISTON — Mayor John Jenk-
ins has been hired by one of the
nation’s pre-
mier insurance
companies to
help recruit new
minority busi-
ness and devel-
op new markets.

The motiva-
tional speaker
turned mayor
turned  state
senator  said
Wednesday he’s thrilled to be
working for
thinks his leadership and interper-
sonal skills will be a nice fit with
the Portland-based insurance gi-
ant.

Jenkins said he has no intention
of forsaking the city, though. He
intends to seek re-election to the
Maine Senate next year, he said.
He remains mayor until a special
runoff election Dec. 9 between
former City Councilor Norm
Poulin and political newcomer
Kaileigh Tara.

“I'll be doing the work I do so
well,” he said, “which is the people

JENKINS
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. business, if you will. 'm honored to

‘work for such a quality company

“that's known as a leader in the in-

duStry and for treating its employees
well.”

+ Jenkins has been named the com-
pany’s first director for multicultural
marketing development. He will

-work to recruit customers for

UNUM, particularly black-owned
and women-owned businesses. He
also will work “to position the com-
pany’s products in the market so

. they continue to do well,” he said.

The Beacon Street resident said he
will continue to operate his motiva-
tional speaking business, which
helped catapult him to a successful
.political career in the state’s second
largest city.

- “The people want my message;
they want my program,” he said.
“That’s (part of ) the reason UNUM
‘hired me.”

. Jenkins said he will continue to
vote on insurance-related bills in the
Legislature, as long as they are not
specifically aimed at UNUM, one of
the nation's leading underwriters of
disability insurance, among other
business insurance lines.

He doesn'’t believe the job poses a
conflict with his public service and,
in fact, thinks not voting on insur-
ance matters would be shirking his
responsibilities to Lewiston people.

“Citizens voted for me to go up
there (to Augusta) and speak their
voice, and why wouldn’t I speak

_ their voice on an insurance bill that

could benefit the people of Lewis-
ton?” Jenkins asked.

Jenkins said he would not lobby
for UNUM in his role as state sena-

. tor, saying both he and his new em-

ployer have too much integrity to
play politics. “I have never done that
and I never will,” he said.

Douglas Hodgkin, a political sci-
ence professor at Jenkins' alma
mater, Bates College, said the sena-
tor won't be faced with a legal con-
flict of interest over voting on insur-
ance bills, but the public’s percep-
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tion may be another matter.

Hodgkin said all Maine legislators
who work have conflicts of interest
— teachers on education bills,
lawyers on tort reform, business
owners on business taxes, and on
and on.

That'’s a drawback of a “citizen
legislature,” rather than full-time,
full-salaried lawmakers, Hodgkin
said. And while Maine law makes it
difficult to pin a legal conflict on a
legislator, voters could see it differ-
ently.

“Certainly there’s a conflict in the
perceptions that people will have,”
Hodgkin said.

Jenkins, a Democrat, said he w1l|
miss serving as Lewiston mayor, but
has hopes for his political future,
which is still uncertain. “I just see
John Jenkins trying to be a dedicat-
ed, humble public servant for the
citizens of Lewiston and there are
many ways to do that,” he said.

The New Jersey native has called
Lewiston his home for the past 27
years,

He isn’t willing to limit his political
options. He might be interested in
running for Congress next year or
governor in four years, he said, pass-
ing up the chance to run against
popular Gov. Angus King next year.

“A number of people have ap- -

proached me about (running for)
higher office,” Jenkins said. “I'm
very honored that people keep toss-
ing my name out ... especially (for)
the Blaine House,” he said. “...But

(King) has done a good job and he’s
agood friend, so I don't think it's the
right time” to run for governor.

Jenkins has endorsed Kaileigh
Tara for mayor, saying she has the vi-
sion, honesty and work ethic to
move the city into the next century.

“Integrity, honesty and compas-
sion for others; that's what I want to
see in my mayor,” he said.

Jenkins scoffed at lingering ru-
mors that he doesn't live in Lewis-
ton, calling them “foolishness,” and
discounted the possibility that he
will become a stranger to Lewiston
as his job pulls him to Portland and
beyond. “I've lived in Lewiston for
27 years and I have no intention of
going anywhere,” he said.

Jenkins began the UNUM job last
week. He has worked for the compa-
ny for four years as a consultant,
presenting motivational seminars
on leadership, team building and
market development.
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Lewiston Sun Journal, February 19th, 1998

Records reflect Jenkins’ concern about full-time service

BY LI1Z CHAPMAN turn phone calls a second term is purely personal. I
StaffWriter Wi ! am honored to have had this oppor-
‘ “It is very diffi- tunity to serve our great communi-
LEWISTON — State Sen. John cult to balance the ty.”

Jenkins officially announced responsibilities of | Jenkins’ attendance record on two
Wednesday he will not seek election being a legislator legislative committees and his roll
to a second term, citing thedemands and the personal call voting record in the Senate re-
of holding down a full-time jobwhile concerns ~ that  JENKI flect the concerns expressed in his

serving in the Legislature. come with the statement.
Jenkins, a two-term Lewiston choice to be a full-time public ser- - In 1997, the first year of the current
mayor who parlayed his popularity vant,” Jenkins said in a prepared two-year session, Jenkins attended

and Economic Development Com-
mittee, and just seven of 84 meetings
of the Transportation Committee,
according to committee clerk
records.

Through last week, he had attend-
ed two of 11 business committee
sesgions in 1998 and none of the five
meetings of the transportation pan-
el, records show.

In 300 recorded votes this session
in the Senate, known as roll calls,

to a Senate seat in 1996, did not ?-

48 wm wwssuna

statement. “My decision not to seek 40 of 56 meeﬁngs of the Business

Jenkins conmvuep rrom e 1 s

tion Committee hearing on a
sweeping proposal by Secretaty of
State Dan Gwadosky to toughen up
the laws governing teen drivers.
Jenkins said it’s time for him to
tackle new challenges, chiefly his
new job with UNUM America in
Portland, one of the country'’s pre-
mier business insurance compa-
nies. He was hired last November as
the firm’s first director of multicul-
tural marketing development to at-
tract more black- and women-

owned business into the UNUM .

fold.
Jenkins’ announcement this
week represents an about-face from

his intentions when he accepted the

UNUM job last fall. At that time
Jenkins said he would seek re-elec-
tion to the Senate and was even
warding off overtures from support-
ers to run against Gov. Angus King
this year.

He . remained noncommittal
about his future political aspira-
tions. “I just see John Jenkins trying
to be a humble public servant for
the city of Lewiston and there are
many way to do that.”

In addition to working for
UNUM, Jenkins maintains his pri-
vate business, Pep Talk, in Lewis-
ton, where he has lived for 27 years.

—

QU - N 12 g e o

Jenkins missed 39 votes, according
to records of the secretary of the Sen-

ate, By comparison, Auburn Sen.
John Cleveland was absent for 29

» votes while Oxford County Sen.

Richard Bennett didn’t miss any
votes,

Jenkins did not attend public hear-
ings Wednesday for either of the two
committees, including a Transporta-

PLEASE SEE JENKINS PAGE A8




Lewiston Sun Journal, February 19th, 1998

Whereis

Senator
Jenkins?

Since he’s taken a job
with UNUM, Augusta
doesn’t see much of John
Jenkins.

He wasn't in Thursday. On Friday he
wasn't with his Business and Economic
Development Committee while it toured
the University of Maine.

In fact, it seems Sen. John Jenkins is
rarely in Augusta, especially since he an-
nounced he was not seeking re-election
due to his new job with UNUM. It’s like
Jenkins has become a ghost. He's at-
tended two of 13 Business and Economic
Development Committee meetings, and
one out of 16 Transportation Committee
meetings. Jenkins has, however, made
most of the votes taken in the Senate.

Senate President Mark Lawrence said
he and Jenkins have talked about Jenk-
ins’ job situation, and they've worked
out a deal. Jenkins has agreed to show up
on days where “important votes” are tak-
ing place. “He’s made that commitment
to me,” Lawrence said. “If there is an im-
portant vote, he leaves his number.” The
agreement is working out, Lawrence
said. “He's been here for most of the
votes. ... He was, he is, a fine senator. He
found out the Legislature is very restric-
tive to the types of people who can
serve.”

On Thursday Jenkins was absent when
the Senate voted to confirm Lewiston
Police Chief Michael Kelly as commis-
sioner of the Department of Public Safe-

Most bosses would agree that to do
any job well, you have to show up.

Meanwhile Jenkins continues to get
his legislative pay of $7,500 for the three-
month session, or about $130 a day.

D()me CONTINUED FRO!

Members who miss days cannot
get paid for expenses, but they are
not docked for their base pay.

- Lawrence's slip of “he was a fine
senator” may be right on the nose.
Jenkins has been a good public ser-
vant. .

But now it feels like Lewiston is
getting taxation without represen-
tation.



Portland Press Herald, November 29th, 2001

' Jenkins confirms he will run for governor

@ The former Lewiston
mayor says he will run as
an independent and seek
public campaign financing.

By PAUL CARRIER
Staff Writer
AUGUSTA — After hinting for

months that he may run for governor,
former Lewiston mayor and onetime

confirmed Wednesday that he will
enter the race. :
“We're going to do it,” Jenkins told
the Press Herald when asked about
his plans. He said he will formally
announce “within the next couple of
weeks” that he will run as a publicly
financed ndependent candidate.
Jenkins is the only African-
American in the race and, if elected,
would become the first African-
American governor in the state’s 181-

that he will run only three days after
another  candidate, Republican
Daniel Wathen, dropped out. With
Jenkins in the race, there are now
two Republicans, two independents
and one Democrat vying for the
Blaine House. They may be joined by
two candidates affiliated with the
Green Independent Party - Jonathan
Carter and Steven Farsaci. -

“‘I'm an independent, clean-
election candidate,” Jenkins said,
referring (o the state Clean Election

financing for gubernatorial candi-
dates for the first time in this cam-
paign. “If it wasn’t for the Clean Elec-
tion Act, I wouldn't even be able to
consider it,” he said of his run.
Jenkins said his campaign will
focus on the economy, education and
the environment. He offered few spe-
cifics, but said he will focus on mak-
ing Maine attractive to small busi-

nesses, and that he probably will John Jenkins is

oppose creation of a national park in

attempting to become
Maine’s first African- '

state  senator  John

Jenkins

JENKINS

Continued from Page 1B

northern Maine because he wants to
keep “Maine lands in Maine hands.”

He said his membership on the
executive board of the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges,
an accreditation group, has helped
him to understand the state’s educa-
tional needs.

Jenkins and Republican James
Libby are the only announced candi-
dates who plan to rely on public cam-
paign funding, although Carter and
Farsaci have both said they want to
use public financing if they run. The
privately funded candidates are Dem-
ocrat John Baldacci, who represents
the 2nd District in the U.S. House,
Republican Peter Cianchette and

independent David Flanagan.

year history.
Coincidentally, Jenkins confirmed

Act,

A New Jersey native and Bates
College graduate, the 49-year-old
Jenkins is a self-employed business-
man and martial-arts expert who
works as a consultant, motivational
speaker and organizer of wellness
programs. He served as mayor of
Lewiston from 1993 to 1997 and was
elected to the state Senate in 1996,
serving one term there. In both cas-
es, he was the first African-American
to hold those posts.

Jenkins said he would like to
believe that race will play no role in
the campaign, but “we live in Amer-
ica and for some it will be an issue.”
He said he hopes voters will “look at
my character and my deeds and what
I want to do, not the color of my skin.”

How Jenkins’ entry will affect the
governor’s race remains to be seen,
but one veteran observer with
Lewiston ties suggested that Jenkins
may pull votes from Baldacci.

which

will provide public

Douglas Hodgkin of Lewiston, a
political scientist at Bates College,
noted that Jenkins has Androscoggin
County roots and that Lewiston and
Auburn are Democratic strongholds,
s0 Baldacci may take a hit in those
cities.

Jenkins probably is hoping for a

-repeat of the 1974 governor’s race,

when independent Jim Longley of
Lewiston scored an upset win over
Democrat George Mitchell and
Republican Jim Erwin, in part by
successfully appealing to urban
Franco-Americans.

Jenkins clearly hopes to Ilure
Franco-American Democrats away
from Baldacci, noting that he was a
co-founder of the Lewiston chapter of
an international organization that
promotes trade among French-
speaking people, regions and coun-
tries worldwide.

Still, Jenkins probably faces an

Please see JENKINS, Page 3B American governor.

uphill fight. Observers believe he will
find it difficult to pry most Democrats
and Republicans away from their
respective candidates. In addition, he
will split the independent vote with
Flanagan. By relying on public
financing, though, he should have
enough money to wage a credible

campaign.
If Jerikins qualifies for public funds
by April 15, he would get $41,885 from

the state before the June ermary :
even though he won't be on the ballot

until November. He would then get -

another $286,910 during the general-
election campaign, plus up to $573,820
more in general-election matching
funds if he is outspent by privately
funded opponents. All told, he could
ﬁdmore than $900,000 from the state

Staff Writer Paul Carrier can be
contacted at 622-7511 or at:
pearrier@pressherald.com



By AMY CALDER
Staff Writer

WATERVILLE —  Former
Lewiston Mayor John Jenkins, a
five-time world martial arts cham-
pion, is the new development di-
rector for the Alfond Youth Center.

Jenkins,

51, of Lewis-
ton, said he
plans to
move to Wa-
terville soon.

“I love Wa-
terville,”
Jenkins said
Monday in
his new of-
fice at the Al- xS
fond Center. JENKINS
“When this
opportunity came along I said,
‘Wow.’ I got goose bumps. I know
this area very well and I have a lot
of friends up here.”

As development director, Jenk-

Waterville Morning Sentinel, August 26th, 2003

\Jenkins joins Youth Center staff

ins will work to forge partnerships
with schools and businesses in the
area and raise funds to develop
programs designed to help im-
prove the quality of life for children
and their families.

For the last five years, Jenkins
has been both a personal and pro-
fessional consultant to businesses
and organizations all over the

country, teaching leadership,
team-building, sales, and sales
staff development.

A native of Newark, N.J,, he
came to Maine 33 years ago and
received a bachelor’s degree in
psychology from Bates College.
Later, he attended Columbia and
Harvard universities.

" He served as mayor of Lewiston
from 1993-98 and was a Democrat-
ic state senator in 1997-98. A mar-
tial arts teacher, he is a member of
the World Martial Arts Hall of
Fame, Maine State Sports Hall of
Fame, Lewiston/Auburn Hall of
Fame and taught critical skills at

the Maine Criminal Justice Acade-
my for 26 years. He has given the
keynote address at the Martin
Luther King Breakfast held at the
Muskie Center.

“The honorable John Jenkins
brings a variety of skills and world
experiences to this post,” Kenneth
Walsh, executive director of the Al-
fond Center, said. “Mr. Jenkins
comes to our community with over
33 years of success in teaching well-
ness, safety and personal develop-
ment. He has lectured and trained
throughout the U.S,, Japan and the
People’s Republic of China.”

While mayor of Lewiston, the
city was one of five in the US. to
receive the City Livability Award,
which recognized cities for strong
focus on issues including youth
services and wellness.

“I've been very fortunate to have
developed a very strong rapport
with literally hundreds of thou:
sands of kids,” Jenkins said.

As mayor, he developed a pro-

gram whereby youths became
non-voting members of commit-
tees in the city, such as the City
Council, school board and land use
committee. He often is asked to
speak at high school graduations,
and is a member of the executive
bhoard for the New England Associ-
ation of Schools and Colleges, an
accrediting organization.

Straight-talking and energetic,
Jenkins is a strong advocate for
children.

“You have to pay more attention
to children than handling dynamite
because you really are playing a
role in shaping this person’s char-
acter,” he said. “You may or may
not be a deciding factor in the path
this kid will take.” He praised the
Alfond Center.

“The staff is par excellence,” he
said. “It’s a world-class facility.”

Amy Calder — 861-9247
acalder@ centraimaine.com
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‘I’s good to be needed’
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More inside

RACINO: With Tuesday’s de-
feat of the racino proposal, it's
back to the drawing board for
Washington County. Page A3

TIMELY: This year’s experi-
ment with early voting in three
Maine communities was de-
clared a success. Page A3

LEGISLATURE: Democrats
gained seats in the Maine
House on Tuesday. Page A3

Jenkins reflects on historic win

BY LINDSAY TICE
StaffWriter

AUBURN — A day after a sur-
prise tide of write-in votes swept
him back into the mayor’s of-
fice, John Jenkins still had trou-
ble believing he'd made political
history —again.

“I'm just humbled by the mag-
nitude of what this means,” he
said Wednesday. “I'm just in
awe of what the citizens have
done. I'm just humbled.”

Jenkins spent the day after
Election Day attending a con-
ference on regional partner-

ships in Lewiston. Or at least
he attempted to attend. Aside
from the friends, citizens and
conference participants who of-
fered constant congratulations,
at least nine TV news stations
— some from as far away as Bos-
ton and New York — vied for
Jenkins' attention, clamoring
for an interview with the first
Auburn mayor, and perhaps the
first Maine mayor, to be elected
by write-in votes.

“I kept reiterating the fact
this moment belongs to the citi-

SEEJENKINS PAGE A6
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JOSE LEIVA/SUN JOURNAL

Auburn Mayor John Jenkins celebrates his write-in victory Tues-

day night at Gipper’s in Auburn.




Lewiston Sun Journal, November 8th, 2007, part 2
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zens, because I was truly the
citizens’ hand-chosen can-
didate,” he said. “And when
you have the people speak
with that loud of a voice, my
gosh, it’s just awe-inspiring.”
. Jenkins, 55, has made histo-
ry before. In the mid-1990s he
became the first black may-
or of Lewiston. Last Decem-
ber, he became the first black
fnayor of Auburn, taking of-
fice for a one-year term.

+ He proved popular during
that short period. He prom-
ised a more open, inclusive
government. He reached out
to neighborhoods by hold-
ing city council meetings in
different wards. He brought
back spring trash pickup,
a service many residents

.« But nine months into
Dis term, Jenkins said he
uldn’t run for a second.
role as mayor simply took
oo much time away from his
day jobs.
' Several people, includ-
ing Ed and Sheila Desgros-
seillers, refused to accept
Jenkins’ decision.

“We didn’t feel we had a
good choice for mayor, and
we wanted to add one,” Ed
. Desgrosseillers said.

He, his wife and seven oth-
ers mounted their own Jen-
kins campaign, even though
Jenkins’ name wouldn't ap-
pear on the ballot.

“We were told from the
start a write-in campaign
would never be a success,
had never been a success,”
hesaid.

Undaunted, the group dis-
tributed fliers, posted cam-
paign signs, called voters and
placed ads in the paper. And
since other write-in cam-
paigns failed because voters
didn’t fill out the ballot cor-
rectly, the group handed out
instruction cards that ex-
plained exactly what a Jen-
kins voter would have to do.

Jenkins, for his part, sim-
ply agreed to serve if elected.

“I kind of said it's a nice
gesture, but let's get real
here. No one’s ever won,” he
said. “But the citizens were
so adamant and so focused.”

On Tuesday, Jenkins re-
ceived 2,166 write-in votes, or
more than half of the nearly
4,000 votes cast. The write-
in mayoral win was a first in
Auburn. Jenkins said he’s
spoken with several state his-
torians who believe it’s a first
in Maine as well.

Although the win took him
by surprise, Jenkins said he
won't back out on his agree-
ment. He was elected. He'll
serve.

“Everybody knows where I
live now. I think they’d come
getme,” he joked.

Eric Samson, who was list-
ed on the ballot, came in sec-
ond with 1,305 votes. Fred
Sanborn, who was also on the
ballot, came in third with 514
votes. Both men said Wednes-
day they were concerned
that the write-in instruction
cards with Jenkins name
and address were distributed
outside the polling places on
Election Day and that some
of those cards were found in

voting booths.

Desgrosseillers said voters
brought the cards with them
to ensure they filled out the
ballot correctly, while some
people accidentally left them
behind.

But despite that irregular-
ity, neither Samson nor San-
born plans to challenge the
results.

“I believe 2,100 showed up
to vote, and 2,100 people took
the time to write in John Jen-
kins’ name,” Samson said. “I
don’t think a recount would
be worth anyone’s time.”

Even though Jenkins
vowed to spend less time at
city hall in order to focus
more time vn his day jobs, he
said Wednesday he could still
accomplish a lot as mayor.
All with the help of the new
City Council

“I think we're going to have
an excellent, excellent team
coming up,” he said.

With his surprise win less
than 24 hours old, Jenkins
was already framing some
lofty goals: Turn Auburn in-
to the healthiest community
in Maine as a way to attract
employers, address domestic
violence, hold a conference
involving women and work-
ing families and talk livable
wages.

“I am so excited. I am fired
up,” he said. “It’s good to be
needed.”

Mice@sunjournal com



Jenkins
won’t
seek
return

Auburn mayor says
he won’t be on ballot
" for fall election

BY SCOTT TAYLOR
Stafy Writer

AUBURN - Saying he was
making room for other can-
didates to step forward, May-
or John Jenkins e-mailed a
letter to Auburn city staff

|  Wednesday announcing that
| he would not seek re-election

| thisfall.

' “l realize
| this position
is not some-
thing one per-
son should re-
peatedly occu-

| py,” Jenkins Jenkins

said Wednes-

day night at his home. “It's
not a contest to see how many
times you can win. I've held
it and now it's time for me to

|  make room for some other in-
{  dividuals to step forward.”

It's the second time Jen-
kins has decided not to seek
election for Auburn mayor.
He declined to run in 2007, on-
ly to be drafted by a write-in
campaign. Voters placed him

back in office, giving him 54,

percent of the vote.
No write-in candidate for
mayor or City Council had

SEEJENKINS PAGEAT

Lewiston Sun Journal, July 23rd, 2009
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ever won a seat. ;
Jenkins had already com-
pleted two terms as Lewis-
ton’s mayor and a term as a
state senator when he took
office in December 2006 for a

- shortened one-year term as

Auburn mayor.

During that time, he
worked to make city govern-
ment more public, schedul-
ing a series of neighborhood
ward meetings around the
city. The meetings each be-
gan with an open session for
residents to speak directly to
their city councilor and the
mayor.

There won’t be a write-in

campaign this time, Jenkins
said. :
“I don’t actually think it
will come to that,” he said. “I
think we’ll have good people
stepping forward to serve. 1
think it’s time for those peo-
ple to have a chance.”.

Jenkins said he’ll be hap-
py to advise his successors, if

“ they need it.

“I think that’s going to be
the extent of my role going
forward,” he said. “I think it
is very important for every-
one to have the chance to step
forward and fill that role, to
serve if they can.”



Lewiston Sun Journal, June 24th, 2015

Hall of famer

SCOTT THISTLE/SUN JOURNAL
John Jenkins, left, a former state senator and mayor
of Lewiston and Auburn, was recognized by the
Maine House of Representatives on Tuesday for
his upcoming induction to the USA International
Black Belt Hall of Fame in November. Jenkins was
honored for his years of public service and his
accomplishments as an athlete and instructor by
state Rep. Bruce Bickford, R-Auburn, right. Bickford
said he and Jenkins have long been friends. “He's my
brother from another mother,” Bickford said. Jenkins
said he was honored. “This recognition is accepted
for the many who have been and are part of this
journey,” he said.



John T. Jenkins

1952 - 2020

AUBURN - John T. Jen-
kins, 68, of Auburn, died
at Maine Medical Center
in Portland on
Wednesday, Sept.
30, 2020, after a
brief but valiant
battle with cancer.

Born in Newark,
N.J.,, on May 29,
1952, he was the
son of John and
Jane Ingram Jen-
Kins.

Educated in °
Newark schools,
he was a graduate of Mal-
colm X Shabazz High School,
class of “70. As student body
president he met Martin
Luther King, just a week
before Dr. King’s assassina-
tion. John fell in love with
Maine while earning a B.A.
in Psychology at Bates Col-
lege, graduating in 1974, and
made Lewiston his home.

A gifted student athlete,
John’s martial arts skills
took him all over the world,
including touring Japan
while competing in the Ka-
rate World Championship.
He won the championship
in 1977, and went on to win
numerous world champion-
ships in a variety of martial
arts disciplines. Among his
many accolades, John was a
member of the Maine State
Sports Hall of Fame, World
Martial Arts Hall of Fame,
and USA International
Black Belt Hall of Fame.

In 1980, he became Di-
rector of Housing at Bates
College, and in 1993 started
his political career with a
successful run for Mayor of
Lewiston. After serving as

State Senator for Maine’s
21st District he left politics
for a while and worked as a
business consult-
ant and motiva-
tional speaker. He
moved to Auburn,
and in 2007 be-
came mayor, run-
ning as a write-in
candidate. In a
lifetime of firsts,
he was the first
African American
ever to be elected
to the Maine State
Senate, and when he became
Mayor of Auburn he was the
first person in the history of
Maine to win any office as a
write-in candidate.

John is survived by his
long-time closest friend and
caregiver, his “Person,” Ann
Parker of Auburn; a sister,
Mujiba Wadud and her hus-
band Aleem Razzaqq of New-
ark, N.J., a brother, Walter
Jenkins of New Jersey; an
aunt, Beaurina Mobley; and
a host of nieces, nephews,
other relations, and many,
many close friends.

Besides his parents, he was
predeceased by two uncles,
Jacob Simmons and Jake
Ingram; a niece, Khabira
Lateef; and a cousin, Eddie
Jackson.

John’s remarkable life will
be celebrated next summer,
time and place to be an-
nounced. Private memorial
services were held at the
Albert and Burpee Funeral
Home. Donations, condo-
lences, and a video tribute
may be found at www.al-
bert-burpee.com.

r
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City supports
naming
footbridge

in honor of
John Jenkins

BY STAFF REPORT

LEWISTON — A year
after former Mayor John
Jenkins succumbed to ill-
ness and died, leaders in
Lewiston and Auburn are
looking for a way to honor
hismemory.

They say they’d like to
celebrate the legacy of
Jenkins, the late Maine
state senator and may-
or of both municipalities,
by renaming the pedes-
trian footbridge that con-
nects the cities the John
Jenkins Memorial Foot-
bridge.

The two city councils
will each consider and
vote on the proposed foot-
bridge dedication during
meetings Sept. 7.

“Jenkins, who passed
away in September of 2020
following a short but val-
iant fight against cancer,
was born and raised in
Newark, New Jersey,” ac-
cording to a news release
from Auburn on Thurs-
day night. “He fell in love
with the area while at-
tending Bates College
and after graduating in
1974, he made Lewiston
his home after traveling
the world, competing in
martial arts champion-
ships.

Con IENKINIRQ Daoa R
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“Jenkins was an excep-
tional athlete, becoming
a member of the Lewis-
ton-Auburn Sports Hall
of Fame, World Martial
Arts Hall of Fame, Maine
State Sports Hall of Fame,
and USA International
Black Belt Hall of Fame,”
the release said. “He al-
so worked with local po-
lice departments, provid-
ing self-defense and de-es-
calation training and as a
Maine Criminal Justice
Academy instructor.

“A mentor, community
volunteer, personal train-
er, martial arts instruc-
tor, motivational speak-
er, entrepreneur, and
more, John Jenkins was
a dedicated and enthusi-

astic member of the Au-
burn-Lewiston communi-
ty,” according to the re-
lease, “serving as mayor
of each city, winning once
as a write-in candidate.
He also served as state
senator for Maine’s 21st
District — the first Afri-
can American ever to be
elected to the Senate.”

“John was inspiring to
S0 many in our communi-
ty and beyond,” Auburn
Mayor Jason Levesque
said. “Whether it was his
motivational speeches to
school kids or his advoca-
cy as mayor and senator,
his love for people and for
community was evident
to all. Naming this bridge
after a man that connects
and connected the two
great cities he loved is not
just fitting, it is appropri-
ate.”

“As a teenager, I often
heard about ‘this martial
arts guy,” Lewiston May-
or Mary Cayer said, “but
over

time, I realized he was
much more. Senator Jen-
kins built many bridges
during his public service
toboth

Lewiston and Auburn,
and it is fitting to honor
his broad community ser-
vice with a beautiful pe-
destrian

bridge connecting our
twin cities.”

By early Thursday
night, the proposal was
already getting thumbs-
up on social media, with
several people highlight-
ing Jenkins’ many tal-
ents. By then, the idea
was already fully support-
ed by city leaders on both
sides of the bridge.

“This would be a tru-
ly meaningful gesture on
the part of both cities,”
Auburn City Manager
Phil

Crowell said. “John
Jenkins epitomized com-
munity spirit and unity;
he was a human bridge
between our two cities. I
can think of no better way
to honor his memory.”

“Mayor and Senator
Jenkins exhibited such
enthusiasm in every-
thing he tackled,” Lew-
iston’s interim city ad-
ministrator, Heather
Hunter, said. “He had a
way of including every-
one in the room and made
them feel as if they were
a close friend. He had a
grand personality and
such an infectious smile
and laugh — and the sto-
ries...”



AUBURN
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Councilor’s comments shock, draw backlash

Leroy Walker brings up racist concerns during vote renaming bridge for John Jenkins

By StEVE COLLINS
SUN JOURNAL

AUBURN — An Auburn city
councilor unleashed a bizarre
rant at a public meeting Tuesday
in which he said allegations that
“dark-colored people” recently
breaking laws in the South con-
stituted “a black mark” against
an esteemed African American

who once served as the city’s
mayor.

The comments came during a
brief council discussion of a pro-
posal by Auburn and Lewiston
to rename a pedestrian bridge
across the Androscoggin River to
honor John Jenkins, who served
as mayor in Lewiston from 1994
to 1998 and later in Auburn. He
died in September 2020.

The proposal
passed unanimous-
ly, but not before
City Councilor Le-
roy Walker weighed
in.
Walker, who has
represented Ward
5 since 2011 and
is running unopposed for re-
election, said that “what’s go-

Leroy
walker

ing on down there” in “Alabama
and them areas” are the sort of
“things that put a bad name on
good people like John Jenkins.”

It is unclear what possible con-
nection there could be between a
deceased former mayor and the
unidentified criminal activities
that Walker described.

“It’s only because of the col-
or of his skin,” Walker said in a

phone interview Wednesday.

Councilor Katie Boss said she
was shocked to hear Walker’s
comments.

“There is no place for overt rac-
ism here,” she said later in the
session. “Publicly honoring an
honorable Black man should not
be an issue in this community.”

See WALKER Page A3
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Boss said the episode
highlighted the need for
more discussion about di-
versity, equity and inclu-
sion within the community
and urged officials to take
steps to embrace efforts to
combat racism.

Walker said Wednes-
day he “didn’t catch” ev-
erything Boss said because
“with these crazy masks,
half of it is mumbled,” but
he heard enough to decide
he had no interest in coun-
tering her.

“I knew John really, real-
ly well,” Walker said, and
had no problem naming the
bridge after him.

Councilor Belinda Gerry
called him “the great John
Jenkins” and recalled how
he was always there “to
help you and motivate you.”

She said she was sorry
to hear about a number of
phone calls that Walker got,
adding that Jenkins was “a
gentleman” and that race
shouldn’t be interjected in-
to the issue of the bridge
dedication.

Walker said he simply
wanted everyone to know
that some people in the com-
munity were wary of the
idea.

He said Wednesday that
he heard from local peo-
ple “who were upset about
what they were seeing” on
videos from hurricane-hit
areas of “Black people loot-
ing and breaking into plac-
es.”

“It left a bad taste in ev-
erybody’s mouth,” Walk-
er said, and caused some
to worry the city was on-
ly naming the bridge for
Jenkins as a carrot for the
fast-growing Black commu-

nity.

“The timing was bad,”
Walker said, and he felt the
need “to put it out there” so
everyone would know of the
concerns by some white res-
idents.

After a news story recent-
ly detailed the plan fo name
the old railroad bridge af-
ter Jenkins, a Bates College
graduate who fell in love
with the Twin Cities, Walk-
er said he told the council he
received “a few phone calls”
related to the proposal.

He proceeded to say that
“since we've had the floods
that have happened down in
Alabama and them areas”
— perhaps a reference to the
damage done by Hurricane
Ida this month — “it really
has made a black mark to-
ward John Jenkins because
of what’s going on down
there with the dark-colored
people breaking in, looter-
ing (sic), stealing and every
other thing.”

Officials in the hurri-
cane-hit area have made
some arrests for looting and
related crimes, but there is
no evidence that it's been es-
pecially bad or that African
Americans are uniguely re-
sponsible for any illegal ac-
tivity.

After a news
story recently
detailed the
plan to name
the old railroad
bridge after
John Jenkins, a
Bates College
graduate who
fell in love with
the Twin Cities,
Walker said he
told the council
he received “a
few phone calls”
related to the
proposal.

Walker, though, persisted
during Tuesday’s meeting.

“So I've had some calls
that people are very upset
that we’re trying to place
ourself (sic) in a position



that, uh, some of the words
have been ‘be special to the
Black people’ so that we
don’t have to worry about
the type of things that are
going on in these areas,” he
said.

“And I really feel bad be-
cause John Jenkins and I
pretty well grew up togeth-
er,” Walker said “and I
know John Jenkins would
never in his life ever be part
of what’s going on in these
areas.”

“But I had to say some-
thing because them are the
types of things that put a
bad name on good people
like John Jenkins,” Walk-
er said. “And I'm sorry that
has happened.”

Councilor Holly Lasagna
said if anyone should have
“a bad name” from this, it’s
the people who called Walk-
er, not Jenkins.

Lisa Savage, an indepen-
dent candidate for U.S. Sen-
ate last year, asked on Twit-
ter, “How can someone be-
lieve that anyone who's
perceived as the same color
as someone else is respon-

sible for the actions of sim-
ilar-appearing people far
away? More to the point,
how can Leroy Walker be
a good councilor for Au-
burn’s Black residents if he
believes this?”

Walker worked for the
city of Auburn for 39 vears,
including serving as its
park superintendent. In
that time, he said, he got to
know Jenkins well.

On the city’s website, he
said he “hopes to serve the
taxpayers of Auburn with
dignity and pride. He is con-
fident that he and the rest of
the Auburn Council will ac-
complish great things while
in office.”

Jenkins, a New Jersey
native, was a motivational
speaker and martial arts ex-
pert who was elected to the
state Senate representing
Lewiston in 1996, the first
African Ameriecan to serve
in the Senate. He also won
elections to serve as may-
or of Auburn and Lewiston,
including a write-in cam-
paign for mayor in Auburn

Lewiston Sun Journal,
September 9th, 2021, part 3

in 2007.

Walker said that when he
worked in the recreation de-
partment, Jenkins would
often come to city play-
grounds and teach young-
sters karate, breaking
hoards and letting “the kids
break something,” too.

“We had a lot of fun with
John,” Walker said. “John
earned our respect.”

Jenkins died on Sept. 30,
2020 of cancer at the age of
68.



Lewiston Sun Journal, May 29th, 2022, part 1

Lewiston, Auburn to honor beloved former mayor
with footbridge dedication and a celebration of life
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Ann Parker, seen Friday afternoon on the footbridge spanning the Androscoggin
River between Lewiston and Auburn, holds a book that she spearheaded to honor her

longtime partner, John Jenkins.

By ANDREW RICE
SUN JOURNAL

LEWISTON — When
John Jenkins was told that
his cancer was aggressive-
ly spreading, he looked at
his longtime partner, Ann
Parker, with tears coming
down his cheeks.

“He said, ‘But my story
isn’t finished yet,”” Parker
said this week.

Parker has thought
about those words since
Jenkins died in the fall of
2020, when the pandemic
prevented her from orga-
nizing a memorial fit for
the beloved former mayor

of Lewiston and Auburn.

But finally, memorial
events planned for June

10-11 will mark the contin-
uation of his story, Parker
said.

A public memorial ser-
vice and celebration of life
for Jenkins will be held

Saturday, June 11, at the
Lewiston Armory. The day
before, both cities will host
an official dedication cere-
mony for the John T. Jen-
kins Memorial Footbridge,
the popular footbridge con-
necting the Twin Cities. A
new book written by a fel-
low Bates College alum al-
so chronicles his life.

“His story doesn’t have
to end,” Parker said about
all the tributes coming to-
gether.

Jenkins, a New Jersey
native, was a motivational
speaker and martial arts ex-
pert who was elected to the
state Senate representing
Lewiston in 1996, the first
African American to serve
in the Senate. He also won
elections for mayor of Au-
burn and Lewiston, includ-

ing a write-in campaign for
mayor in Auburn in 2007.

See JENKINS Page C4
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Parker said the last year and a half has been difficult
not only because of her grieving but because she’'s re-
ceived so many calls, texts, emails, or questions from
people on the street about Jenkins and a memorial.

“I'm pleased to be able to finally have the proper cel-
ebration that John deserves, and that the community
deserves,” she said. “People just want to say goodbye
and Godspeed to someone who meant so much to so ma-
ny people.”

When Jenkins was diagnosed with cancer in the
spring of 2020, he kept it private.

He was still out and about in the community, and be-
cause he was “such a man of the public,” Parker said,
he still wanted to be around people he knew without
the focus being on himself.

Jenkins was so well-liked and known by so many peo-
ple that he couldn’t walk into a restaurant for lunch
without being there for hours talking to people, she
said.

“People would always come up to him and tell him he
taught them karate when they were a kid, or spoke at
their high school graduation. These are people who are
older now, and he just impacted that many people,” she
said.

But his privacy around his health also made the
news of his death a surprise to some.

“He and I both really felt he would beat this. You
know, he was John Jenkins,” Parker said.

Jenkins died Sept. 30, 2020, at the age of 68.

He attended Bates College in Lewiston, graduating
in 1974, and “fell in love with Maine,” according to his
obituary.

Jenkins' was well known for his martial arts skills,
winning several world championships in multiple dis-
ciplines, and is in the Maine State Sports Hall of Fame,
World Martial Arts Hall of Fame, and USA Internation-
al Black Belt Hall of Fame.

For the last year and a half, a group of eight people
have been working on projects aimed at keeping Jen-
kins’ legacy alive. The effort, which includes several of
Jenkins’ former Bates College classmates, began with
a scholarship fund and now includes a new book on
Jenkins’ life.

All proceeds from the book will go to the scholarship
fund, a §50,000 fund that was recently matched by Bates
College.

Parker said the book, written by Jenkins’ class-
mate Chuck Radis, features people who knew Jenkins
through various chapters of his life, from his college
days to karate to his public service.

She said after trying to plan something in 2021, she
finally felt like this spring was the opportunity to host
an event where the entire community could honor Jen-
kins.

Parker has had help from some longtime friends of
Jenkins, including musicians Kathy Haley, Deb Mo-
rin, Greg Boardman and Denny Breau, all of whom will
perform during the June 11 celebration.

Former Lewiston mayor and a friend of Jenkins,
Paul Dionne, has also helped organize the June 11 me-
morial.

Last fall, the city councils in both cities voted unan-
imously to name the footbridge connecting Lewiston
and Auburn after Jenkins “in honor of his commit-
ment and passion for both cities.”

Leading up to the formal dedication at 5:30 p.m., each
city will host activities on their side of the bridge. Au-
burn will host a karate and tai chi demonstration, and
Lewiston will highlight Jenkins' commitment to liter-
acy.

According to Dottie Perham-Whittier, Lewiston’s
community relations coordinator, signs will be in-
stalled on both sides of the bridge and the 5:30 p.m. rib-
bon-cutting will take place at the center of the bridge,
with comments from Lewiston Mayor Carl Sheline.

There will also be a musical performance and tribute
by the Maine Cycling Club.

For the month of June, Auburn’s series of story-
boards along the riverwalk will be dedicated to Jen-
kins.

“In preparing for the bridge renaming event, those
involved from both cities have been enthusiastic about
celebrating a gentleman who served both cities, the
state, and in a multitude of other ways,” Perham-Whit-
tier said. “John was a friend to all, a unifier, and a tre-
mendous ambassador for his community. He could
unite a room by his mere presence, and the symbol-
ic meaning of the word bridge, that of a connector, re-
flects well on his character, integrity, and belief in the
value of every human being.”



